
RCF USA - Foundational Doctrines 
The Rapture of the Church 
 
What do I need to know about the Topic? 

The rapture is the future moment when Jesus Christ will 
suddenly and supernaturally take all true believers—both those 
who have died in Christ and those still living—to meet Him in the air. In that instant, believers 
will be transformed, receiving immortal, resurrected bodies like that of the risen Lord (1 
Corinthians 15:51-52; Philippians 3:20-21). 

Though the word rapture is not directly found in Scripture, it comes from the Latin translation of 
the Greek word harpazo, meaning “to be caught up.” As 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 describes, “the 
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 

The rapture is distinct from Christ’s second coming in glory to reign on earth. Instead, it is the 
catching away of the Church before the full unfolding of God’s judgment during the tribulation 
period (Luke 21:34-36). For believers, this hope brings comfort in sorrow, a call to holiness, and 
urgency in living faithfully for Christ. 

 

What is the Big Idea?  
The goal of this lesson is to help believers understand the rapture as the 
blessed hope of the Church and a call to readiness for Christ’s imminent 
return.​
 At the end of the lesson, everyone should: 

●​ Recognize the rapture as the sudden catching away of all believers 
to meet Christ.​
 

●​ Understand its distinction from the second coming of Christ to 
reign on earth.​
 

●​ Appreciate its comfort, holiness, and urgency for Christian living.​
 

●​ Commit to living with readiness, purity, and eternal perspective. 

 

Discussing the Passage: 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-17 
The dead in Christ will rise first, and living believers will be 
caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air. From 
that moment, we will be with Him forever. 



 
 

 
Exploring the Passage 

●​ What is the rapture? The sudden catching away of believers (1 
Thess. 4:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:51-52). 

●​ Why is it important? It is the blessed hope and comfort of the 
Church (Titus 2:13; 1 Thess. 4:18). 

●​ What does it mean for us? It calls us to holiness, watchfulness, 
and urgency (1 John 3:2-3; Luke 21:36).​
 

Assignment 
​
List three ways the hope of the rapture influences your daily life. Support each with a scripture 
verse. 
 

Advanced Application Questions 
●​ How does the expectation of Christ’s return shape your priorities and decisions? 

●​ What practical steps can you take to live in readiness for the rapture? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Foundational Doctrines 

Lesson: The Rapture of the Church 

The rapture is a future event when Jesus Christ will suddenly and supernaturally take all true 
believers—both those who have died in Christ and those still living—out of this world to meet 
Him in the air. In an instant, believers will be transformed, receiving immortal, resurrected 
bodies like that of the risen Lord (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; Philippians 3:20-21). 

The word “rapture” itself is not found in Scripture but comes from the Latin translation of the 
Greek word harpazo, meaning “to be caught up.” As 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 describes, “the 
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 

The rapture is distinct from Christ’s second coming in glory to reign on earth. Instead, it is a 
snatching away of the Church before the full unveiling of God’s judgment during the tribulation 
period. Luke 21:34-36 warns believers to remain watchful and prayerful, ready for this moment 
that will come suddenly and unexpectedly. 

This blessed hope brings both comfort and challenge to Christians: 

1.​ Comfort – Believers need not grieve like those without hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13). 
Death is not the end, for we shall be raised and united with Christ forever. 

2.​ Holiness – 1 John 3:2-3 teaches that those who hope in Christ’s return purify themselves, 
living in readiness for His appearing. 

3.​ Urgency – Knowing that the rapture could occur at any moment motivates believers to 
share the gospel faithfully and serve God wholeheartedly. 

For students and young believers, the rapture is a powerful reminder that life on earth is 
temporary and that true citizenship is in heaven. It calls them to live with eternal perspective, 
making choices that honor Christ and preparing for His return. 

In summary, the rapture of the Church is the sudden, glorious transformation and catching away 
of believers to be with Christ forever. It is the believer’s hope, the Church’s encouragement, and 
a call to holy living in anticipation of the Lord’s imminent return. 
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